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A group of WKU engineering 
students made more than 100 
concrete batches this year while 
working on their concrete canoe.
The work led to a trip last 
weekend to Akron, Ohio, for the 
Ohio Valley Student Conference 
of the American Society of Civil 
Engineers.
WKU fi nished third in a four-
part competition involving ev-
erything from canoe craftsman-
ship to racing on the lake.
Matt Dettman, the faculty 
adviser for the team, said there 
were about 15 teams at regionals 
this year. 
“We haven’t won the region-
als in the last couple years, but 
that’s the nature of competition,” 
Dettman said. “They defi nitely 
brought a product this year that 
was capable of winning. Had a 
couple of things gone our way 
in the competition, we would 
have.”
Dettman said the team’s ca-
noe was fi rst judged on crafts-
manship and appearance. Then 
comes an exercise in technical 
writing before teams give a 5-7 
minute oral presentation fol-
lowed by questioning.
The fi nal part is what Dett-
man referred to as “the best” — 
when students race their canoes.
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Battling a cycle that combines 
increasing operating costs with 
diminishing state funding, WKU 
is expecting to again raise tuition 
an estimated 5 percent this fall.
“It’s inevitable in higher edu-
cation,” President Gary Ransdell 
said.
A tuition hike won’t be passed 
at the April 29 Board of Regents 
meeting, Ransdell said, as the 
Council on Postsecondary Edu-
cation will have just met on April 
28 to cap tuition hikes for public 
universities.
Ransdell said the Board of Re-
gents will vote on the proposed 
tuition increase at a special meet-
ing on June 24 when setting the 
budget.
The cap for WKU, consid-
ered a comprehensive univer-
sity, is expected to be 5 percent. 
Research institutions such as 
the University of Louisville and 
University of Kentucky will be 
allowed 6 percent.
WKU and Murray State will 
propose their tuition increases 
on April 28, along with WKU’s 
student fee to pay for Downing 
University Center renovations, 
said John Hayek, senior vice 
president for Budget, Planning 
and Policy for the CPE. Approv-
al could potentially take until the 
CPE’s June meeting.
Regents will vote on tuition hike in June
By JONATHAN LINTNER
news@chherald.com
SEE TUITION, PAGE 3A
CHRIS WILSON/HERALD
Princeton senior Tyler Williams examines his team’s canoe, made of con-
crete and weighing 205 pounds, on display in the Engineering and Biological 
Sciences Building on Wednesday.  Last week, Williams and his team rowed 
against other colleges in Akron, Ohio, and placed third.  WKU’s campus is 
“painted” on the inside of the canoe with stained concrete, and more than 
1,500 hours of work was put into making it.
Concrete canoe team gets 
third at Ohio competition
By TAYLOR HARRISON
news@chherald.com
SEE CANOE, PAGE 5A
A group of WKU students 
are encouraging their class-
mates to pledge to a sustain-
able action today, on what 
they are referring to as One 
Planet Day — also known as 
Earth Day.
Whether it be recycling a 
bottle or riding a bike to class, 
Morganfi eld senior Charlie 
Harris said the small things 
really do add up.
“Our whole purpose with 
One Planet Day was to get 
people thinking about action-
able commitments you can 
make toward a sustainable 
future,” he said.
One Planet Day is based 
on a set of 10 principles of 
sustainability established by 
BioRegional and the World 
Wildlife Fund. According to 
oneplanetday.org, the prin-
ciples are zero carbon, zero 
waste, sustainable transit, 
sustainable materials, sus-
tainable food, water, health 
and happiness, culture and 
heritage, fair trade and the 
local economy, and land and 
wildlife.
Harris said tables will be 
set up around campus Friday 
providing students the op-
portunity to take sustainable 
action.
They will be handing out 
pledge cards, which will have 
icons for each of the 10 prin-
ciples. By completing a sus-
tainable action, participants 
will get one of the sections 
punched.
For example, if you buy 
fair trade coffee at Java City, 
you will get “fair trade and 
the local economy” punched. 
If you eat at the food court 
and choose to skip the plas-
tic bag, there will be a table 
nearby where you can get 
“zero waste” punched.





SEE CARDS, PAGE 3A
Offi  ce in DUC is hub for all lost items
Buckets of keys, cell phones 
and piles of clothes and back-
packs fi nd their way to Room 228 
in Downing University Center 
every month. There is also the oc-
casional birth certifi cate, bicycle 
seat, iron and TV tray. 
“If you can imagine it, it’s been 
turned in here,” said Cindy Mor-
ris, the main offi ce coordinator.
Morris also counts among her 
memorable fi nds a golf club, sin-
gle pairs of shoes, a bathing suit, 
yoga mats, birth control pills and 
insulin. 
All these items pass through 
DUC Room 228, which serves 
the whole campus as the main 
lost and found, and all lost items 
eventually make their way there.
 Items are kept in a locked cab-
inet and are only released during 
offi ce hours between 8 a.m. and 
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Fill in the grid so that every column and every 3x3 box 
contains the digits 1-9 with no repeats. Solutions, tips 
and computer program at www.sudoku.com.
"After class" is a weekly photo essay that shows a side 
of professors that students might not normally see. 
ARMANDO SANCHEZ./HERALD
afterclass
Associate English professor Wes Berry gives water to 
his 27 chickens, which he keeps for eggs and meat, in his 
backyard in Richardsville on  Wednesday evening. Berry 
keeps the chickens and raised his own steer several years 
ago, because he prefers to eat and grow his own food. 
“I distrust the industrial food system ... I think the 
factory farms are cruel ... unethical and not healthy, 
because they shoot those things full of hormones.” 




■ Clayton Kute, Pearce-Ford Tower, was arrested 
on April 19 and charged with alcohol intoxication. 
He was released the same day on time served. 
follow us on twitter:
 @wkuherald
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Ann Mead, vice president for Finance 
and Administration, said WKU will 
make it so students — as well as scholar-
ship and fi nancial aid offi ces — are well 
aware of the increase before it’s made of-
fi cial in June. 
The Board of Regents last year also 
approved a 5 percent tuition hike in June.
“An increase of $200 or less is not go-
ing to adversely affect most students,” 
Mead said. “It’s a relatively small in-
crease, and most students should be able 
to accommodate it.”
Spring 2011 tuition for full-time, 
in-state students was $3,780 ($315 per 
credit hour) and $9,420 ($785 per credit 
hour) for out-of-state students.
Ransdell said $9.5 million in state cuts 
since 2008 have put pressure on universi-
ties to continue raising tuition. He said 
two straight legislative sessions have 
passed where the state hasn’t been able 
to pay maintenance costs on buildings it 
owns — for instance, Ransdell Hall.
“Those were expenses we didn’t have 
on our budget a few years ago,” Ransdell 
said. “We’re at a period of time right now 
where tuition increases are just barely 
covering our fi xed-cost increases.”
Mead said the economy hasn’t bounced 
back enough for the state to begin delegat-
ing more money toward education.
“We wish there wasn’t a rate in-
crease,” she said. “These have been hard 
decisions to balance the budget for next 
year.”
WKU also announced in March more 
than $2.3 million in budget cuts across 
all university divisions. The cuts were in 
response expiring funding to universities 
via the American Recovery and Rein-
vestment Act of 2009.
Despite budget cuts and tuition hikes, 
Ransdell said WKU remains under pres-
sure to keep pace with technology, pay 
for relatively high energy usage because 
of buildings and dorms, as well as hire 
“the brightest people in the world.”
“We’re getting a lot of shifting of 
costs to the campus that we’ve got to 
absorb that are pretty tough to swallow,” 
Ransdell said. “The good news for us is 
we continue to grow, and we continue to 
be a destination spot for students.”
TUITION
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
A new faculty workload could free up 
time for more research.
Gordon Baylis, vice president for 
Research, said the recommendation for 
tenure-track faculty members of 60 per-
cent teaching, 20 percent citizenship and 
20 percent research arose from faculty 
input.
“This is not me sort of sitting on the 
top of the Hill saying to do more re-
search,” Baylis said.
Baylis and Gordon Emslie, provost 
and vice president for Academic Affairs, 
discussed at an academic open forum last 
month that many faculty members feel 
their current workload doesn’t allow for 
non-teaching endeavors.
Current requirements call for a three-
four or four-four faculty workload. The 
numbers designate the amount of classes 
professors teach — three or four — in the 
fall and spring semesters, respectively.
Emslie and Baylis’ recommendation 
would change this to a three-three work-
load on average, shifting teaching time 
from 75 percent to about 60.
“The problem right now is there’s lit-
tle time to do research or any outreach to 
the community,” Baylis said. “The idea 
is that it should be a goal as the starting 
point for faculty.”
He said research helps enhance the 
classroom experience, as well.
“If you are involved in creating your 
own knowledge, then you can involve 
your students in that, and it becomes a 
much richer experience,” he said.
In order to help faculty members ac-
commodate this change, Baylis recom-
mended hiring more faculty members, 
teaching assistants and staff members 
for advising.
“We’ve laid out a slew of approach-
es,” he said.
The citizenship aspect involves ev-
erything a faculty member does that isn’t 
teaching or research.
This includes activities such as sitting 
on committees and talking to rotary clubs.
“It’s kind of a grab bag for all the 
good impact that the faculty members 
have on the institution and the town,” 
Baylis said. “We really want them to 
have to do that because if faculty mem-
bers can’t contribute to the town and the 
county and the state, then we as a society 
are not getting the best of it.
“They are quite a good resource.”
Patricia Minter, associate professor 
of history and faculty regent, said while 
some disciplines are already following 
the model, others aren’t there yet.
“Research is a major priority for us, 
but our teaching demands take us in oth-
er directions,” Minter said. “We would 
love to do this, but it’s simply impossible 
without additional funding to our col-
lege.”
Minter said she doesn’t think fewer 
courses being taught in order to reach 
the workload goal makes for a good so-
lution.
“What I don’t want to happen as a fac-
ulty advocate is for some disciplines to 
be able to take advantage of this and for 
others to be stuck taking larger teaching 
loads and larger classes,” she said.
By ELIZABETH BEILMAN
news@chherald.com
Research encouraged with new workload model
WKU Sustainability Coordinator 
Christian Ryan-Downing, who teaches the 
One Planet Day course, said the students 
came up with the idea for the punch cards.
“I think they wanted to fi nd a way to 
record the actions that people were com-
mitting to and measure those results,” she 
said. “Because we’re offering opportuni-
ties all over campus, the cards are a way 
to bring it all together.”
Once all 10 of the principles have been 
punched, the pledge cards can be entered 
into a raffl e for prizes. The winners will 
be awarded at the International Night cel-
ebration at 7 p.m. in Downing University 
Center.
Ryan-Downing said the prizes would 
include a hot air balloon ride, a rain barrel 
and gift cards to restaurants around Bowl-
ing Green.
Harris said he thinks it’s important for 
students to make a commitment to sus-
tainable action in order to there’s an inter-
est to the government.
“If we’re pushing for our government 
to push legislation around climate change, 
how can we ask them to change their ac-
tions and their policies if we’re not mak-
ing that kind of commitment?” he said.
In addition to making a difference, 
Ryan-Downing said Earth Day is about 
having fun.
“It’s a celebration,” she said. “It’s a 
great day to bring everybody into the cel-





Follow-up faculty forum 
set for today in MMTH
A follow-up open forum designed 
for faculty to give input on WKU’s 
academic future will be at 3 p.m. to-
day in the Mass Media and Technol-
ogy Hall Auditorium.
“It’s just really for people to ask 
questions and ask us to clarify things,” 
said Gordon Baylis, vice president for 
Research. “I hope that perhaps some 
people can give us even better ideas.”
People didn’t have the opportunity 
for discussion at the last forum, Bay-
lis said.
Gordon Emslie, provost and vice 
president for Academic Affairs, said 
he wanted to give faculty members 
time to digest information at the first 
forum on March 25 so they could en-
gage in informed discussion.
Today’s forum will be more infor-
mal than the first, he said.
Led by Emslie and Baylis, the first 
forum provided results and recom-
mendations from the “listening tour,” 
a comprehensive evaluation of Aca-
demic Affairs conducted last fall.
Among suggestions were remod-
eling the general education core, 
reorganizing and re-titling certain 
divisions, implementing a new fac-
ulty workload model and reallocating 
money. 
Baylis said at the forum that many 
of these suggestions are just that —
suggestions.
“Our role is to give more people 
options, tool and flexibility,” he said. 
“We do not believe in one size fits 
all.”
A large number of the recommen-
dations centered around making re-
search a higher priority.
Baylis said it needs to be a goal for 
the entire university.
“Everybody helps everybody 
else,” he said at the forum. “The repu-
tation is carried by us all.”
— Elizabeth Beilman
Ray named new Glasgow 
campus director
WKU named Sally Ray, assistant 
dean of Potter College of Arts and 
Letters, as its Glasgow campus direc-
tor and associate dean of the Univer-
sity College on Wednesday.
Ray said in a university press re-
lease that the Glasgow campus “is 
well positioned to become the pre-
mier regional campus among Ken-
tucky’s public institutions.”
Ray begins her new job May 9, 
according to the release, and will 
succeed interim director James Mc-
Caslin. McCaslin has been the interim 
since July 1, 2010, following Juanita 
Bayless’ retirement after more than 
20 years at the Glasgow campus.
Ray said she hopes to build enroll-
ment, promote faculty and student 
achievements, and strengthen WKU’s 
relationship with the Glasgow com-
munity.
“Dr. Ray … is well equipped to 
lead faculty, staff and students toward 
the achievement of our vision for the 
WKU-Glasgow campus,” University 
College Dean Dennis George said in 
the release.
Ray will take over a growing cam-
pus.
Bryan Russell, director of Plan-
ning, Design and Construction, told 
the Herald in February that WKU is 
in the planning stages of expanding 
the facilities at the Glasgow campus.
“There is a need at Glasgow,” Rus-
sell said. “They were full when we 
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*Denotes editorial board 
members. The Herald 
publishes on Tuesdays and 
Fridays during the school 
year. The fi rst copy is free 
and additional copies are 
50 cents each, available in 
the Student Publications 




The Herald encourages readers to 
write letters and commentaries on 
topics of public interest. Here are a 
few guidelines:
1. Letters shouldn't exceed 250 
words. Commentaries should be 
about 500 words and include a 
picture.
2. Originality counts. Please don't 
submit plagiarized work.
3. For verifi cation, letters and com-
mentaries MUST include your name, 
phone number, home town and 
classifi cation or title.
4. Letters may not run in every edi-
tion due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the right to 
edit all letters for style, grammar, 
length and clarity. The Herald does 
NOT print libelous submissions.
6. Submissions must be received by 
7 p.m. on Sunday and Wednesday.
BOTTOMS to the cold, 
rainy weather during 
the spring football 
game.  
TOPS to peanuts, 






BOTTOMS to the com-
ing increase in tuition 
and the student activ-
ity fee. But hang in 
there, folks, hopefully 
you’ll see the benefits.
TOPS to Earth Day and 
to fellow Hilltoppers ini-
tiating One Planet Day.




TOPS to the end of the 
semester quickly ap-
proaching.
Earlier this year, the House Repub-
lican Conference unveiled a document 
titled “A Pledge to America.” The docu-
ment aimed to inform voters about the 
plans and priorities of the Republican 
Party.
Education did not appear in the 48-
page governing agenda.
This month, House Republicans un-
veiled the fi scal year 2012 budget reso-
lution known as “The Path to Prosper-
ity.” Surprisingly, education was noted 
in the proposal.
 On page 38, the House Budget 
Committee writes, “Federal education 
and job-training 
programs are 
badly in need of 
updating in or-
der to keep the 
workforce com-





cans do not ex-
plain how they plan 
to update federal education and job-
training programs. Instead, the authors 
talk about the D.C. Opportunity Schol-
arship Program.
 It is no secret that high school drop-
outs fall behind in the job market. Un-
employment rates for youth not in 
school in October 2010 were highest for 
those that did not graduate from high 
school (27.7 percent for young men and 
31.4 percent for young women). 
However, the jobless rates for young 
male and female college graduates were 
less than 10 percent.
Instead of slashing Title I education 
funding, Part B IDEA grants, Pell grants, 
Head Start, the National Endowment for 
the Arts and the Corporation for Pub-
lic Broadcasting, members of Congress 
should unveil a plan to describe their 
agenda for updating education.
Private sector employment has seen 
net job gains for 13 consecutive months, 
and corporate profi ts are reaching all-
time records. The economy is clearly re-
bounding, and House Republicans need 
to understand that cutting education 
will only deter the recovery process.
This commentary doesn't necessarily 






Bryan: Education should remain a priority
EDITORIAL CARTOON
COLUMN
 I’ve never been one to throw religion in 
people’s faces, and I’ll keep my beliefs to 
myself. But it does concern me when reli-
gious holidays of any faith are exploited.
Wednesday, as my class was being dis-
missed, one of my classmates asked if the 
next class would be canceled since it was 
Good Friday. Then another retorted, “But I 
have to go home for Easter.”
It’s nice to spend time with family to cel-
ebrate whatever you believe. But when that 
becomes an excuse to miss class, specifi -
cally when it’s a morning class that likely 
wouldn’t interfere with traveling, it’s un-
reasonable to think canceling class is an 
entitlement.
Now, I’ve missed class before, most 
of the time for acceptable reasons, but a 
few times, like most college students, I’ve 
missed for reasons that aren’t excusable. 
Missing class strictly for convenience, 




religion as a 
cop out.
I don’t mean 
to diminish 
anyone’s faith; 
I cannot say 
who is sincere 
and who is not. 
But if our be-
havior demon-
strates the opposite of anything holy during 
the rest of the year, I don’t see why Easter 
is such an exception. Does one day make 
that much of a difference?
And the concern doesn’t stop at indi-
viduals. Corporations also use supposedly 
sacred holidays to increase their profi t. 
Greeting card companies, seasonal decora-
tion stores, chocolate companies and even 
costume shops get a lot more attention dur-
ing this time of year. Not to mention shoe 
and clothes sales.
Particularly disturbing is the Reese’s 
commercial showing a chocolate bunny and 
a jar of peanut butter moving closer togeth-
er as Marvin Gaye’s “Let’s Get it On” plays 
in the background. That’s sacrilegious, but 
we allow it.
 Once again, I support and appreciate the 
hundreds of beliefs around the world. But, 
we are seemingly all guilty of condensing 
the meaning of holidays into a way to make 
money or give and receive gifts.
Don’t stop making Easter baskets or egg 
hunts for children if that’s an effective way 
of telling the story and making them under-
stand. And don’t refrain from sending cards 
with purpose. I just encourage us all to 
keep the reasons we celebrate any holiday 
in mind and to always practice them with 
respect.








Write a letter to the edi-
tor (250 words or less) 
or a commentary (500 
words and a photo). 
E-mail them to opinion@
chherald.com.
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There were five different races: 
men’s sprint, women’s sprint, men’s 
distance, women’s distance and a co-
ed sprint.
Dettman said WKU barely had 
enough female members to participate 
in the women’s events. 
Not all the team members get to 
participate in paddling the canoe. The 
team practiced, and those who wanted 
to paddle tried out. Those who were 
the best and worked well together 
were chosen.
Berea senior Cory Jones is the 
team’s co-captain and has been on the 
team for four years.
“I kind of knew the process,” Jones 
said. “I just put a lot of time into it 
with everybody else, and we made an 
outstanding product.” 
WKU had been preparing for the 
trip for months.
They design the canoe around a set 
of rules issued at the beginning of the 
year.
“Once those rules come out, the 
students go about designing the ca-
noe,” Dettman said. “They design the 
concrete mix, they design how it’s go-
ing to be reinforced, they design how 
it’s going to be built and then they 
build it.”
While the students work on this 
project as part of a course, the canoe 
is put together on the students’ own 
time. Dettman said the process in-
volves many nights and weekends.
Princeton senior Tyler Williams is the 
team’s captain. Williams said his respon-
sibility was “pretty much managing the 
entire project from start to fi nish.”
He also said he had to make sure 
his team members were fulfilling their 
respective roles and getting every-
thing completed.
Kendall McClenny, a junior from 
Winter Springs, Fla., said the entire 
experience was “awesome.”
“I loved it,” she said. “It was dif-
ferent. It’s an adventure.”
CANOE
CONTINUED FROM FRONT
LettuceHelp co-owner Kalu Njoku 
said he was shopping in December when 
he saw a woman struggling to shop while 
dealing with her kids.
“She was literally just in tears, and I 
was like, ‘I wish there was something I 
can do,’” he said.
It didn’t take Njoku, a Bowling Green 
resident, long to start helping.
He started LettuceHelp, a business that 
aims to help people who may not have the 
time or means to get to the grocery store 
themselves, with Smithland sophomore 
Cory Dodds and Bowling Green resident 
Tony Huynh. Customers place their order, 
and a LettuceHelp shopper will buy their 
products and deliver them to the customer 
for a charge.
Students who live on campus can pay 
$14.99 for the service, in addition to the 
cost of the groceries. Prices vary for those 
living off campus. Orders can be placed 
on lettucehelp.net or over the phone at 
(270) 681-2696.
“We tell people you are buying conve-
nience,” Njoku said. “We are just trying to 
make things easier for people.”
Dodds said he sees people come up with 
business ideas that fail because people don’t 
have the motivation to continue them. But 
he thinks LettuceHelp is different.
“Once I met Tony and saw how fi red 
up he was, it was almost contagious, and 
I was engrossed and invested in the idea,” 
Dodds said.
In addition to their grocery delivery 
service, LettuceHelp also has a hauling 
service. They’ll help move items to some-
one’s house for $40 per truckload.
LettuceHelp has also teamed up with 
other businesses to offer computer re-
pairs, and a landscaping service will be 
coming soon.
The Student Government Association 
approved a resolution at Tuesday’s meet-
ing that will support LettuceHelp. Dodds, 
a member of SGA, said he would like 
to see students be able to use their Big 
Red Dollars to purchase their groceries 
through them.
“It’s more convenient for students than 
cash,” Dodds said. “Campus is a big target 
market for us, because it’s a hassle getting 
groceries while living in dorms.”
LettuceHelp now has a staff of seven, 
but Huynh envisions immediate growth 
with the business.
“We’re going to grow quick and keep 
reaching out and just keep going,” Huynh 
said.
Njoku calls LettuceHelp a business 
that “makes you want to do better.”
“Through what people see of what we 
are doing we hope it will transfer over to 
them,” he said. “I tell people the objective is 
to make money, but on top of that we want 






Through what people 
see of what we are 
doing we hope it will 
transfer over to them. 
I tell people the objec-
tive is to make money, 
but on top of that we 
want to be remem-






Jacqueline Byrne, left, a junior from Gallatin, Tenn., is dunked while Simone Lampkin, 
right, a sophomore from Goodlettsville, Tenn., cheers Thursday afternoon during the 
18th Annual Valleypalooza: “Maui In The Valley” hosted by Housing and Residence Life.






















A packed audience at Van Meter Hall on 
Tuesday heard author Chuck Klosterman 
explain how pop culture shapes people’s 
identities. 
Klosterman said pop culture is “all the 
things that compose the soundtrack to your 
existence.” He opened by telling jokes, in-
cluding one about WKU’s hilly campus. 
“You guys must have calf muscles of 
steel,” he said. 
Klosterman presented an unpublished 
work that dealt with people’s attraction to 
live sports games. 
He explained why so many people feel 
it necessary to watch games in real time 
and how commercials lead to a build-up of 
tension.
After his lecture, he answered questions 
on topics such as how social networking 
impacts the news people receive and how 
music has changed since the time of CDs.
Klosterman said he enjoyed giving the 
presentation.
“It was great,” he said. “It was a really 
nice facility, and I was shocked at the turn-
out. I kinda feel bad because I’m sick right 
now, and I didn’t think I’m on top of my 
game. I just hope they were entertained.”
Bowling Green resident Josh Waters 
said he enjoyed hearing someone of Klos-
terman’s caliber speak.
“Obviously, with technology and ev-
erything, it’s easy to get access to every-
one’s opinion, but to have someone with 
his background and his knowledge is really 
important to hear,” he said. “I think we still 
need that voice, that guidance.”
Jason Martin, a junior from Martins-
ville, Va., said he’s been a Klosterman fan 
for years and he feels Klosterman’s work is 
necessary in today’s society.
“At this point in history, pop culture 
infuses with everything we do. … As a re-
sult of that, being able to dissect into the 
realm of pop culture is very necessary,” he 
said.
David Lee, dean of Potter College, said 
having speakers such as Klosterman come 
to campus is necessary for student develop-
ment.
“These folks have challenging ideas that 
really shape our world, and it’s really im-
portant for our students to meet them face 
to face and hear their ideas and challenge 
their ideas,” he said.
Klosterman is the author of “Sex, Drugs 
and Cocoa Puffs” and “Eating the Dino-
saur.” His lecture was the fi nal event in the 
Cultural Enhancement Series for this year.




I don’t know anything. If there’s one 
defi nite thing I have learned from my three 
and half months with Semester at Sea, it 
would be that.
 All I can do is learn and learn and learn 
again by making stupid blunders and apply-
ing what I’ve learned from those mistakes 
so I can do better next time. 
It’s very simple, really. And sometimes 
it takes multiple mistakes to let something 
sink in through the fog of cultural ignorance 
in my brain. 
Classroom education and scholarly lit-
erature can help, but they don’t compare to 
the transformative experiences of showing 
a rural Ghanaian child what she actually 
looks like through a digital camera. Or, in a 
less pleasant case, spending 12 hours in an 
Indian sleeper train fi lled with grimy fl oors, 
snoring men and the stench of human waste 
instead of air-conditioning.
One of the mistakes I made during this 
journey that I’m still embarrassed about 
was when I was in a haveli (a large man-
sion) in a desert city in Rajasthan, India. 
A veiled woman was sweeping the fl oor 
in an upstairs room, and she was silhouetted 
in a window by the afternoon light. 
Normally I ask people whether I can 
take their photo by smiling and using body 
language. I get a variety of responses, but 
most of the time they are positive. But this 
time I didn’t want to lose the moment by 
distracting the woman, so I obeyed my pho-
tographer instincts and quickly snapped a 
photo.
The woman glared at me and said some-
thing angrily in Hindi. Realizing I had prob-
ably just made a serious faux pas in some 
way (it happens to me a lot), I apologized 
the best I could with body language and left 
the room with my head hanging. 
Later, I told my friend Ross about it, and 
he said the woman had most likely been an 
Untouchable, a member of the lowest class 
in the Indian caste system.
He said it was socially unacceptable to 
take pictures of the Untouchables, or Dalits 
as they are also known. 
I felt like an idiot. I tried to make up for 
my own ignorance by reading an autobiog-
raphy of a Dalit woman called “Viramma: 
Life of an Untouchable” to educate myself. 
The entire situation looked different once I 
had vicariously grasped a sense of what it is 
like to grow up as an Untouchable. 
This woman whose photo I had taken, 
though I never knew her, became three- 
rather than one-dimensional. Although I am 
probably speaking too generally, she could 
have been the narrator of the book, who was 
forced to marry an elderly man at the age of 
eleven. Now I wish I had that woman’s per-
sonal story instead of her photo, a tangible 
reminder of my thoughtlessness.
I feel that something many American 
travelers — maybe Americans in general 
— are guilty of is viewing people of what 
we call the “Third World” as simplistic, 
passive, helpless, in need of Western aid.
By deepening a superfi cial knowledge 
of these persons, whether through personal 
conversation or independent research, you 
can see them as fl esh-and-blood people 
with more in common with you than not, 
rather than stock characters in a foreign 
fi lm. I say persons to turn a group of people 
into individuals, to dodge the incriminating 
word “them,” the “other,” an attitude that is 
more destructive than not.
This is my last column as a voyager on 
Semester at Sea. All I’ve realized is that 
most of us on the ship are babies, including 
me. But I’m OK with that. It just means I 
have a lot more to see. This is just a stepping 
stone to the world. 
I just have to move my classroom back 
to Bowling Green, a city that might seem a 
little foreign to me now. 
I have learned by now to drop all expec-
tations because I will probably be wrong. 
And I’m OK with that. Be liberated by the 
knowledge that you are free to make mis-
takes and gain something from them (if they 
are not too serious). Never stop learning.
COLUMN
Treat everything as 
a learning experience
By STEPHANI STACY
diversions@chherald.com Wish you were here
This is the eighth in an occasional 
series of columns by two Herald 
reporters who are studying abroad 
this semester. They'll write about 
their experiences and provide insight 
for students who are considering 
studying abroad.
Gently down the stream
JULIA WALKER THOMAS/HERALD
Kacie Breedlove, 11, of Bowling Green “paddle fi ves” Somerset senior, Wes Coldiron after a 
water fi ght during the WKU Outdoor Leadership Program’s annual canoe trip with the Kelly 
Autism Program. The program has been putting on the trip for the past four years. Breed-
love, who had never canoed before, said, “I fell down in the mud, but it was still a lot of fun.” 
Morris said the offi ce makes every effort 
to locate any possible person who may have 
lost an item.
 “We do the best we can,” she said. In 
the case of credit cards, IDs and backpacks, 
the offi ce will search for a name and then 
contact students with that name from the 
database and send them an email indicating 
that the lost and found has an item that 
may belong to them. Sometimes with cell 
phones, the offi ce will call the last number 
that called the phone or call contacts labeled 
‘Mom’ or ‘Dad.’  
“Mainly [students] come for IDs or 
phones,” said Leslie Barnes, a student worker 
for lost and found. “Cell phones are almost a 
daily occurrence.”
Some items are never claimed. 
“You have their wallet, and you email, 
and you call, and they just won’t come get it,” 
said Sandra Hughey, a main offi ce associate.
At the end of every month, Barnes packs 
up the items and sends them to Shipping & 
Receiving, an offi ce in the Service & Supply 
Building across from the baseball fi eld. 
From there, items are moved to Surplus 
Supply, an off-campus storage company, for 
further storage. Items can be tracked even 
after they leave the DUC offi ce through the 
lost and found book. Unclaimed items are 
sent to the purchasing department and sold 
in the Surplus Supply Sale at the end of the 
fi scal year. 
Drivers’ licenses are eventually returned 
to the county clerk’s offi ce and WKU IDs to 
the ID Center, according to the WKU policy 
website.
While the lost and found staff estimates 
that the majority of items remain unclaimed 
at the end of the year, Morris said sometimes 
students are “lucky” and their item makes 
it to the DUC offi ce, and the staff is able to 
identify the student. 
However, Morris worries that items get 
caught up in other departments and never 
make it to offi ce 228. 
“Sometimes people come in looking for 
things, and it just hasn’t been turned in to us 
because sometimes people don’t know we’re 
the lost and found for the whole campus,” she 
said.
Students who have lost an item are 
encouraged to call the offi ce at 745-2457 or 
















There’s nothing Michael Brown enjoys 
more than cruising around on a nice, sunny 
day — but he’d much rather be cruising on 
a board than in a car.
Brown, a senior from Franklin, Tenn., is 
into all things extreme. He skateboards, surfs, 
wakeboards, snowboards and longboards.
“I’ve been doing anything that’s on a 
board since I was little,” he said.
Because there's not a large body of water 
nearby, Brown said he has had to adopt to 
the hills and pavement by doing more skate-
boarding and longboarding.
Lately, Brown has become more inter-
ested in longboarding because he said it's a 
smoother ride.
A longboard, as he explains, has a larger 
board and wheels made 
for cruising and down-
hill skating, whereas a 
skateboard is used more 
for doing bigger tricks.
“There is always 
pressure to go bigger, 
to jump more stairs,” 
Brown said. “And I 
don’t feel like having a 
broken arm all year.”
Brown said another 
reason he enjoys long-
boarding is because it's 
a newer sport and gradually gaining popu-
larity.
“You don’t have to be Tony Hawk to be 
good at it,” he said.  
Brown has been longboarding for about 
a year and said it didn’t really take long to 
learn how to skate.  
“I just hopped on and it felt normal,” he 
said. “I use it to skate recreationally and also 
for transportation,” he said. “It’s what gets 
me to class on time.”
He did say that he had to learn sliding, 
which he explained as “glorifi ed slowing 
down” where you drag your hand across the 
pavement to keep going.
There aren’t many other tricks to learn 
on longboards, but Brown said there are ex-
treme things to do, such as going downhill.
One of the crazier things Brown said he 
has done is longboarding down Hospital 
Hill, which is between 10th and Fairview 
avenues. His next goal is to board down 
College Street from Cherry Hall.
“With no cars around, of course,” he 
said.
Brown said it’s a gamble when doing the 
extreme side of longboarding, because if 
you don’t slide or stop right, everything can 
turn bad in a matter of seconds.
“It can be nerve-wracking, but I want to 
push myself,” Brown said. “I like the thrill, 
the adrenaline.”
Above all, Brown said he loves just 
cruising around on a nice day with his 
friends.  He said he has even made some 
new friends by stopping and talking to other 
longboarders on campus.
After seeing more people riding, Brown 
and some friends had an idea to start a long-
boarding club at WKU.
Brown said the purpose of the club is to 
go on organized group rides and possibly 
longer, more diffi cult rides to raise money 
for various philanthropies. 
“This is a way for me to contribute to 
WKU,” he said.
Bowling Green junior Landon White 
said Brown got him started on longboard-
ing, and now White has helped to form a 
longboarding club.
“Not many people were longboarding, 
so that was a perfect reason to start it,” 
White said. “Now word has spread and 
more people are riding.”
Another friend of Brown’s and fellow 
longboarding fan is Michael Proctor, a 
freshman from Franklin, Tenn., who said 
he enjoys longboarding because it’s a stress 
reliever.  
Proctor said he skates with Brown every 
day that it’s sunny, and he is excited to be-
gin boarding with others through the long-
boarding club.
“It’s great to be able to introduce long-
boarding to a lot of people,” Proctor said.
Brown said he thinks everyone should 
give longboarding a try.
“It’s great to see yourself doing some-
thing you didn’t think you could do and to 
see yourself getting better,” he said.




Student takes sports to the extreme
WKU
A Zto








Michael Brown, a senior from Franklin, Tenn., often carves down Parkway Street on his longboard on Hospital Hill in Bowling Green. Brown uses 
his longboard as transportation around campus and is one of the founders of a longboard club at WKU. 
How to get started 
on a longboard
1. Buy a board and begin practicing on 
fl at ground.
2. Practice weaving and carving 
(turning).
3. Practice sliding on a small hill (with 
gloves).
 Source: Michael Brown, 
a senior from Franklin, Tenn.
Each Friday, the Herald brings you a profi le inspired by a letter of the alphabet.
CONTACT:  NEWS 270.745.6011     DIVERSIONS 270.745.2655     OPINION 270.745.4874     SPORTS 270.745.4874     PHOTO 270.745.6281     ADVERTISING 270.745.3914
College Heights Herald Sports@wkuheraldsports
FOR THE LATEST IN TOPPER SPORTS:
wkuherald.com/sports
WKUHERALD .COM
COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD • Vol. 86, No. 50 • WESTERN KENTUCKY UNIVERSITY 04.22.11
Matt Rice came into Tuesday needing just one hit to break 
the all-time WKU career hits record.
But in typical Matt Rice fashion, he instead got four hits, 
leading the Toppers to an 11-8, come-from-behind victory 
over Kentucky in front of 5,142 fans at Bowling Green Ball-
park.
The senior catcher is now No. 1 in school history with 285 
career hits, and WKU stands at 25-13 after the win.
The Toppers are also 3-0 all-time at the downtown home of 
the Single-A Bowling Green Hot Rods.
Rice’s record-breaker came against Wildcat starter Jordan 
Cooper with a runner on second and no outs in the third inning.
He smashed the fi rst pitch he saw to the left of Kentucky 
third baseman Thomas McCarthy.
McCarthy dove and knocked the ball down but couldn’t 
recover in time to get Rice out at fi rst.
The game was temporarily stopped while Rice was pre-
sented with the record-breaking ball and received a standing 
ovation from Topper fans.
BASEBALL
JABIN E. BATSFORD./HERALD
Senior catcher Matt Rice congratulates teammates after WKU’s 11-8 victory over Kentucky Tuesday evening at Bowling Green Ballpark. Rice broke WKU’s all-time hit record with his 282nd career 
hit Tuesday night. Rice had four hits in the game, giving him 285 in his career.
Rice breaks record in win over Kentucky at BG Ballpark
By BRAD STEPHENS
sports@chherald.com
SEE RECORD, PAGE 3B
The WKU baseball team again 
set an attendance record when 
the Toppers played Kentucky at 
Bowling Green Ballpark on Tues-
day night.
The 5,142 people that showed 
up created the largest crowd to 
see a college baseball game in the 
state of Kentucky this year.
That followed last year’s 
crowd of 6,183 at the ballpark, 
which was the largest to ever 
watch a college baseball game in 
the state.
 Both crowds were well above 
the average of about 800 fans that 
have attended home games at 
Nick Denes Field this season. 
Some fans admitted that the 
importance of a game against 
Kentucky attracted them. Oth-
ers said WKU games at Bowling 
Green Ballpark are more of a so-
cial event than anything else.
“It’s absolutely social,” WKU 
graduate Mackenzie Lee said. “I 
haven’t watched one single game. 
It is 100-percent social. It is the 
Western vs. UK — that’s a big 
game, so you know a lot of people 
are going to be here. But it’s just 
something to do.”
Games downtown are 





Elizabethtown senior Gordon Deming proposes to Owensboro junior 
Lauren Coomes during WKU’s game against UK on Tuesday at the Bowl-
ing Green Ballpark. Deming and Coomes have been dating for the past 7 
months. WKU beat UK 11-8. 




As one of the most success-
ful runners on the WKU track and 
fi eld team, junior Sharika Smith has 
been a competitor since a young 
age, often ahead of her class.
“I started running when I was in 
the seventh grade,” Smith said. “I 
ran for the high school team.”
Smith isn’t shocking anyone 
with her age anymore. It’s the 
numbers she’s put up in her time in 
college that jump out at the casual 
observer.
Smith has been to NCAA na-
tional championships all three of 
her years at WKU. In her fi rst two 
times in attendance, she contributed 
in relay events, and last January she 
competed alone in the long jump 
and triple jump events.
The two jumps are the events 
she now competes in most fre-
quently. She owns the school record 
for both of the jumps.
Smith’s was persuaded to join 
the track team by her father, a for-
mer semi-professional track athlete, 
and started running at Fulton Coun-
ty High School.
WKU benefi ting from 
talents, experience of 
junior jumper Smith 
By LUCAS AULBACH
sports@chherald.com
SEE SMITH, PAGE 2B
I want to be a 
track star. I want 
to compete for 




Tuesday's crowd, the largest 
college baseball crowd 





Number of hits in Matt Rice's 
career, a new WKU record
WKU's record at 
Bowling Green Ballpark
Career RBIs for Rice, 
tying WKU record
For live coverage of WKU recruits at tonight's 
Derby Classic in Louisville, 
visit wkuherald.com and follow 
@wkuheraldsports on Twitter.
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We’re Moving! 
Experience suddenly holds a different 
meaning for the Lady Toppers. 
WKU (23-22, 4-11 Sun Belt Confer-
ence) fi nds itself in a very familiar posi-
tion, as it currently sits on the bubble of the 
Sun Belt Conference Tournament in ninth 
place.
The top eight teams in the Sun Belt's 
regular season advance to 
the postseason.
Head Coach Tyra Perry 
said the team remembers 
missing the tournament 
last season, dropping both 
games of a doubleheader 
to Middle Tennessee with 
the team needing just one 
win to earn a berth.
She said the team will 
try to gain more experience with late-sea-
son drama.
“Hopefully we’ll remember the past and 
learn from it and win earlier, so it doesn’t 
come down to the last game,” Perry said.
In 2010 the Lady Toppers fi nished in 
ninth place by 1.5 games to Middle Ten-
nessee.
Now in 2011, the Lady Toppers reside 
in ninth place, just 1.5 games behind North 
Texas — not counting the Mean Green's 
game Thursday night.
Sophomore Karavin Dew said that par-
allel applies pressure to make a change and 
avoid last season’s late tension.
“It’s not a good feeling,” she said. 
“Right now, we’re just trying to avoid that 
because we didn’t like the feeling last year, 
and we don’t want the freshmen to ever ex-
perience that.”
But not all of the Lady Toppers see 
last season as some ominous event to 
avoid at all costs.
Junior Amanda Walden said last year’s 
result drives the team for a more positive 
reason, because much of the team has nev-
er had the chance to compete in the post-
season.
“On our whole team, only four of us 
have ever been to the Sun Belt Conference 
Tournament, and I think that is the real mo-
tivation,” she said. “They want to go. They 
want to get to the tournament, and I think 
we’ll do whatever it takes to get there.”
What will it take for WKU to reach the 
postseason?
Dew said the team will need to learn 
from the apathy it showed last year.
“Last year we came out, even in the 
last game, and we were still like, ‘Oh well, 
maybe we’ll win — maybe,’” she said. 
“This year we’re going to leave everything 
out on the fi eld.”
The Lady Toppers will have that oppor-
tunity this weekend as they host conference 
foe Louisiana-Monroe in a doubleheader at 
5 p.m. and 7 p.m. Friday, with the series 
fi nale at noon Saturday.
Their scheduled game at Middle Ten-
nessee last Wednesday was postponed and 
re-slated for May 4.
Dew said explaining that work ethic to 
freshmen on the team has proven diffi cult, 
but that confi dence is at an all-time high.
“We still have 100-percent confi dence 
in ourselves,” she said. “If we win all nine 
games, we could even win conference, so 
we just have to take it one game at a time 
and make sure we play it like we should.”
Perry said she sees last season’s result as 
an unwanted strength if the Lady Toppers' 
postseason hopes come down to the fi nal 
game again.
“If it does come to that, hopefully we’ll 
have a little more drive to not be on the out-
side looking in,” she said.
Lady Toppers relying on 




Lady Topper golf fi nishes 
11th at Sun Belt tourney
The WKU women’s golf team fi nished 
its season Wednesday with an 11th-place 
fi nish at the Sun Belt Conference Tourna-
ment in Muscle Shoals, Ala.
The Lady Toppers fi nished with a 
three-day total of 940, two strokes behind 
10th-place Louisiana-Monroe.
Denver won its eighth straight title 
with a total of 875, beating runner-up 
Middle Tennessee by fi ve strokes.
Senior Jordan Magruder led WKU in-
dividually, fi nishing tied for 40th with a 
total of 234. Sophomore Kristen Wilkin-
son fi nished 42nd, senior JoAnna Smith 
tied for 46th, and junior Amy O’Connell 
fi nished in 53rd.
Arkansas State golfer Anna Carling 
took home individual medalist honors.
The Lady Toppers won one tourna-
ment this season, the Troy Women’s In-
vitational earlier this month. They also 
fi nished second in three of their fi ve tour-
naments last fall.
The men’s golf team heads to Muscle 
Shoals next week for its Sun Belt tourna-






Junior Sharika Smith has been on the track and fi eld team since she started at WKU. 
Smith competes in the long jump, triple jump, 4x1 relay and hurdles. 
Head Coach Erik Jenkins fi rst saw 
Smith perform for the high school at a 
young age.
“Sharika has always been a compet-
itor,” Jenkins said. “I’ve been watch-
ing her since she was in, like, eighth 
grade.”
Jenkins spent time recruiting Smith 
throughout her time in high school, 
where she was named AAU national 
champion in the triple jump and state 
champion in a few other events.
Smith said she decided to compete 
for WKU after visiting most of the oth-
er major colleges in the state.
“It just felt really homey here,” she 
said. “Everything felt natural here. 
Nothing about it seemed fake.”
Jenkins said his expectations for 
Smith were high coming in, and she 
has been able to meet all of them.
“We saw her as almost the future of 
the program coming in, and she’s been 
a major contributor since day one,” he 
said.
Smith’s contributions to the team 
earned her Sun Belt Freshman of the 
Year honors in her fi rst year at WKU.
She’s not a newcomer anymore, 
though. The junior has contributed for 
years and continues to train, sometimes 
with freshman Antqunita Reed, who 
competes in a lot of the same jumps and 
other events Smith is often featured in.
“We train together a lot, usually 
just on the jumps and working with the 
coaches,” Reed said.
Reed said Smith has given help-
ful advice throughout her fi rst year at 
WKU.
“At meets she tells me not to be ner-
vous,” Reed said. “If I don’t do great, 
she just tells me to try hard next time. 
It’s not the end of the world.”
Jenkins also praised her competitive 
nature at meets.
“Sharika goes out and competes ev-
ery single time she has the chance,” he 
said. “She always wants to win.”
Smith agrees with the sentiment. 
She said after college she hopes to con-
tinue running and perform for a spot on 
the national Olympic team.
“I want to be a track star,” she said. 









Donate your gently used school supplies 
during Sell-Back to benefit the Boys and 
Girls Club of Bowling Green.
TEXTBOOK
WKU Head Coach Chris Finwood said 
he was thankful Rice was able to break one 
of the Toppers’ most prestigious records in 
front of the team’s largest home crowd of 
the year.
“It was an awful neat thing to see him get 
the hits record and take a curtain call in front 
a great crowd,” Finwood said. “He deserved 
it, and he’ll never forget that.”
However, it seemed for a while that the 
historic moment would be overshadowed 
by a WKU loss.
Pitchers Taylor Haydel, Brian Doering 
and Rye Davis combined to allow eight runs 
in a fourth inning that saw Kentucky take an 
8-2 lead.
Rice cut the lead to fi ve in the fi fth in-
ning with a solo home run into the Topper 
bullpen.
He then collected a leadoff triple and 
another infi eld single in an eight-run WKU 
seventh inning, in which the Toppers took 
their decisive 11-8 lead.
Rice said the chance to make WKU fans 
out of those watching the Toppers for the 
fi rst time Tuesday provided motivation for 
the comeback.
“You get the opportunity to give these 
fans something to cheer about,” Rice said. 
“It was looking rough early, but in the end 
it was exciting to see we gave them more to 
cheer about.”
Unfortunately for the Toppers, they 
won’t be playing in front of such a friendly 
crowd this weekend.
 WKU will instead be traveling to Troy 
for a three-game set with the Trojans.
With a Sun Belt Conference record of 
11-4, Troy stands one game above both the 
Toppers and Florida Atlantic at the top of 
the league standings.
But WKU may be catching the Trojans 
at the right time.
Troy has lost fi ve of its last six games, in-
cluding dropping the fi nal two of a three-game 
set against last-place Middle Tennessee.
Junior center fi elder Kes Carter, who 
leads the Toppers with a .388 batting aver-
age in Sun Belt play,  said the added pres-
sure of playing for fi rst place won’t affect 
how WKU plays this weekend.
“A conference series always gets us 
pumped up,” Carter said. “It’s defi nitely 
a little bit bigger with them being a game 
ahead of us, and they always come to play 
every time we go down there. We’ll want to 
be hitting on all cylinders.”
First pitch for tonight’s series opener is 
6 p.m., and sophomore left-hander Tanner 
Perkins will start for WKU.
Rice, fresh off his hits record, needs just 
one RBI to break that school record as well.
He said that with fi ve conference week-
ends left, the Toppers must take advantage 
of the Troy series. 
“To this point, this is the biggest series 
for us,” Rice said. “And Friday night’s the 




Dr. Jack Glasser talks with WKU’s head baseball coach Chris Finwood and President 
Gary Ransdell before being honored as the fi rst WKU baseball player to have his jersey 
retired. Glasser was a four-year starting catcher in the '70s and fi nished his career with 
a .326 batting average.
■ SPORTS BRIEF
WKU signees in Derby 
Festival Classic tonight
WKU fans will have a chance to see 
some future Toppers in action tonight in 
Louisville.
WKU signees Derrick Gordon and 
George Fant will participate in the Der-
by Festival Basketball Classic at 6 p.m. 
CDT tonight at the KFC Yum! Center.
Gordon, a guard from St. Patrick 
High School (N.J.), and Fant, a for-
ward from nearby Warren Central High 
School, will both be members of the 
white team. They'll be joined by Jef-
fersontown's Tony Kimbro, who is also 
being recruited by the Toppers.
Anthony Hickey, the Christian 
County guard who recently ruled out 
WKU as one of his options, will play 
for the gold team.
Tickets to the game are $16 and are 
available at ticketmaster.com.
The Herald will be at the event and 
will have full coverage of WKU's re-
cruits at wkuherald.com and also in 
next Tuesday's print edition.
— Herald Staff
3B
The Toppers have played three 
games at Bowling Green Ballpark in 
the past two seasons — two against 
Kentucky and one earlier this season 
against then No. 25-ranked Louisville.
Even on a chilly night in early 
April, 2,523 fans showed up to see 
WKU play Louisville. 
Athletics Director Ross Bjork said 
he’s not surprised that more fans go to 
the games at the home of the Single-A 
Bowling Green Hot Rods.
“It’s a novelty to come to a ball-
park like this,” he said. “The students 
can come and hang out away from 
campus, and they can have fun in a 
different environment.”
While some view the game as a so-
cial event, plenty of loyal fans show 
up at both venues.
Franklin senior Asa Cummings 
said he goes to a lot of games at Nick 
Denes Field. But he said the games at 
Bowling Green Ballpark give fans a 
mix of both good baseball and a good 
social environment.
“It’s great to come out to the West-
ern games here,” he said. “You get the 
social aspect because you’ve got your 
fellow students, and then you get your 
Greeks out here, and everybody gets 
to come to the game.”
Bjork said the ultimate goal is to 
have more games downtown. 
He said a lot of the scheduling is 
still uncertain, especially the Toppers’ 
future with Kentucky.
Head Coach Chris Finwood said 
the Toppers will continue to play 
Kentucky but will play them just once 
each season, alternating sites. He said 
in the years they host the Wildcats, the 
game will be played at Bowling Green 
Ballpark. 
Bjork said Louisville will continue 
to play WKU at Bowling Green Ball-
park, and Vanderbilt may also begin 
playing at the stadium when the Ken-
tucky game is away, assuming dates 
and availability permit.
WKU won’t announce which games 
will be at Bowling Green Ballpark in 
the 2012 season until the team’s me-
dia day next winter.
Bjork also said hosting the Sun 
Belt tournament and possibly NCAA 
tournament games at Bowling Green 
Ballpark are goals for the future.
Glasgow junior Adam Hammons 
said WKU should “absolutely” host 
the Sun Belt tournament there.
“I think Bowling Green offers a 
Single-A environment, and they have 
the fan base that will come out not 
only to just watch Western, but watch 
the entire tournament as well,” he 
said.
Bjork noted that certain logisti-
cal issues stand in the way of hosting 
those events right now, such as money 
and coordinating with the Hot Rods 
on open days. 
 “They have to hold a whole week’s 
worth of dates,” he said. “It’s tough 
for them to do that. It’s tough for their 
scheduling process.”
But nonetheless, Bjork said he 
knows that games at Bowling Green 
Ballpark are popular, be it for watch-
ing baseball or just socializing, and 
wants to continue having games there 
down the road.
“Our fans love it,” he said. “They 
can be close to the action in a profes-
sional ballpark. Our players love it, 
because it’s a pro ballpark. So it’s just 
a perfect setting across the board on 
many different levels.”
First in line GAMESCONTINUED FROM SPORTS
You can choose to vote in one 
category or all 50, but please only 
vote for businesses located in the 
Bowling Green/Warren County 
area. Only WKU students, faculty 
and staff are eligible to vote, and 
each ballot MUST include a valid 
WKU 800 number. All entries 
must be received by 4:30 p.m. April 
22. You can only enter once, either 
online at wkuherald.com OR by 
returning this paper ballot to the 
Student Publications center.
WANT TO WIN 
MORE THAN
$ 5 0 0
IN PRIZES??
THE COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD IS ASKING YOU TO VOTE 
FOR YOUR LOCAL FAVORITES IN OUR FIRST EVER
BEST OF THE HILL CONTEST
ENTERTAINMENT
Best Bar:
Best Place for Happy Hour:
Best Place for Karaoke:






Best Ice Cream or Frozen Yogurt Place:
Best Late Night Meal Place:
Best Mexican Restaurant:
Best Pizza Place:
Best Place for Appetizers:
Best Place for Dessert:









Best Place to Bargain Shop:





Best Place for Outdoor Recreation:
ON-CAMPUS





Best Place to Eat on Campus:
Best Professor:
Best Sorority:




Best Place for a Hair Cut:
Best Place to Workout:
Best Tanning Salon:
PLACES & SERVICES
Best Bank or Credit Union:
Best Car Wash:
Best Cell Phone Service:
Best Off Campus Housing: 
Best Place for Worship:
Best Place to be Spoiled by Your Parents:
Best Place to Study:
Best Place to Take a Date:
First & Last Name:
Preferred E-mail:
WKU 800 #:
BEST O
F THE
HILL
VOT
ING
 EN
DS T
ODA
Y
